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Public Health and Community Mental Health and 
Addictions Services in NHEX  
The National Health Expenditure Database (NHEX) captures public health spending by governments and 
government agencies; it includes expenditures for items such as disease prevention and health promotion 
activities, community mental health and addictions services, and occupational health services to promote and 
enhance health and safety in the workplace. A broad definition of public health is beyond the scope of health 
promotion, disease prevention and health inspection; it is consistent with the definition of preventive care used 
by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development in its manual A System of Health Accounts 
(SHA). The SHA is the framework that Canada’s health accounts are based on.  

The majority of public health expenditure is from provincial and territorial governments. The figure below 
presents total provincial/territorial government public health spending distributed by the 4 major spending 
categories: Public Health/Prevention and Promotion, Community Mental Health and Addictions Services, 
Community Services, and Occupational Health and Safety.  

Figure  Provincial/territorial government public health spending 
by category, Canada, 2017–2018 (billions of dollars and 
percentage share)  

 

Note  
Expenditures on mental health and addictions services delivered in emergency departments, hospitals 
(including psychiatric hospitals) and/or long-term care facilities are included in the Hospitals and/or 
Other Institutions categories.  
Source  
National Health Expenditure Database, Canadian Institute for Health Information.  

https://www.cihi.ca/


Technical Note 

In 2017–2018, the latest year for which data is available, Community Mental Health and Addictions Services 
expenditure by provincial/territorial governments accounted for $1.9 billion (18.6% of total public health 
expenditure, $10.0 billion).  

As seen in the figure, NHEX captures some expenditures on community mental health and addictions services. 
These services provide support for those who have mental health issues and are living in the community. 
The health care professionals involved usually include occupational therapists, social workers, registered 
nurses, psychologists and psychiatrists. Services are provided in a variety of ways across provinces and 
territories but commonly include the following:  

• Screening, assessment, early detection and intervention, short-term therapy, promotion, prevention, 
consultation, service delivery coordination, community support and treatment programs;  

• Information and referral, advocacy, case management, housing advocacy, rehabilitation, employment 
assistance, counselling, mental health promotion and prevention, support groups and social and 
recreational opportunities, and peer support services for consumers and survivors; and  

• Services and support to mental health patients discharged from hospitals to assist them in returning to 
the community.  

By their nature, the community mental health and addictions services described above are one form of public 
health services. In many provinces and territories, community mental health and addictions services are an 
integrated part of community public health programs and the expenditure data is not explicitly identified. 




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		NHEX-PH-CMH-technical-note-2019-en-web.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
