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CIHI Portal Release Notes: Release 11.0 

Overview 
The CIHI Portal team is pleased to announce the successful completion of Release 11.0. The highlights of 

Release 11.0 include the following: 

DAD 

 Updated 2015–2016 Discharge Abstract Database (DAD) data 

NACRS 

 Updated 2015–2016 National Ambulatory Care Reporting System (NACRS) data 

Population Data 

 Updated population data based on the 2014 Population Estimates File and 2011 Census data. 
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DAD environment update 

The following section provides details on the data components that have been added to the data warehouse 

for use within the CIHI Portal DAD project. 

Data components 

1. Updated DAD data: 2015–2016 

 

 A data cut was taken from the DAD production system and loaded in the CIHI Portal 
environment.  

 This data cut contains all 2015–2016 DAD abstracts that were submitted to and accepted by 
CIHI by the monthly cut-off date and time. 
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NACRS environment update 

The following section provides details on the data components that have been added to the data warehouse 

for use within the CIHI Portal NACRS project. 

Data components 

1. Updated NACRS data: 2015–2016 

 In accordance with monthly NACRS ED Wait Time reporting requirements, a data cut was taken on 
the fourth business day of the month from the NACRS production system and loaded in the CIHI 
Portal environment. 

 This data cut contains all 2015–2016 NACRS abstracts (levels 1, 2 and 3) that were submitted to 
and accepted by CIHI by 11:59 p.m. ET on the third business day of the month. 

 The Submission Level attribute (found in NACRS Discharge Analysis\Attributes\6. Submission 
Level) can be used to filter and/or display all abstracts (levels 1, 2 and 3) currently available for 
reporting within CIHI Portal. 

For further information on the different NACRS reporting levels and the differences between them, click 

the following link: 

http://www.cihi.ca/CIHI-ext-portal/pdf/internet/NACRS_FAQ_JAN_2012_EN  
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Population Data in DAD & NACRS 

Data Components 

Statistics Canada population data has been added to the DAD and NACRS Portal projects. The population 

estimates are taken from July 2014 and are available for each year of closed-year data up to 2014–2015. 

Population Estimates 

Population estimates are available by year, patient geography, gender and age. 

 Year:  Estimates are available for each year of closed-year data.  
 Geography: Estimates are available for patient province/territory, patient region and patient census  

division. 

 Gender: Estimates are available for male and female genders. 

 Age:  Estimates are available for age categories of 01, 05 and 10. 

 

Standard population and standard weights 

CIHI has followed Statistics Canada’s lead and has changed the Canadian reference population used to age-

standardize its indicators from the 1991 Canadian population to the 2011 Canadian population. Portal now 

offers the 2011 population as the standard population for Portal population analyses. 

Standard population weights are available by 2 age breakdowns: 

 Standard age groups of 5, starting with 00–04 and ending in 90+; and 

 Special age groups, mostly broken down by age groups of 5, starting with 00–04 and 
accommodating a special pediatric age group of 15–17 and an adult group of 18–24.  

 

Analytic Objects 

New age attributes 

A new age attribute has been added to both the DAD and NACRS Portal projects: Special Age Groups. This 

age attribute closely resembles the standard 5-year age attribute but accommodates a special pediatric group 

of 15–17 and an adult group of 18–24. The age groups for the new attribute are the following: 

Special Age Groups 

00–04 

05–09 

10–14 
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Special Age Groups 

15–17 

18–24 

25–29 

30–34 

35–39 

40–44 

45–49 

50–54 

55–59 

60–64 

65–69 

70–74 

75–79 

80–84 

85–89 

90+ 

 

The new Special Age Groups attribute is available for all Portal reporting and can be found in the following 

locations in the DAD and NACRS projects: 

DAD\1. DAD Common Attributes\3. Patient 

NACRS\1. NACRS Common Attributes\3. Recipient 
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Prompted report templates 

Prompted report templates have been created to facilitate population analysis in each project (DAD and 

NACRS). 

Report locations  

DAD\Shared Reports\CIHI Portal: Knowledge Base\Analysis\Analysis: Population 

NACRS\Shared Reports\CIHI Portal: Knowledge Base\Population Analysis 

 

Crude Rate Analysis 

Use this report in conjunction with a clinical filter of your own choosing to calculate crude rates for the 

selected clinical population. 

Standard Rate Analysis — Standard Age Groups 

Use this report in conjunction with a clinical filter of your own choosing to calculate standard rates for 

the selected clinical population by the standard 5-year age groups. 

Standard Rate Analysis — Special Age Groups 

Use this report in conjunction with a clinical filter of your own choosing to calculate standard rates for 

the selected clinical population by the special age groups. 

 

How to conduct population analysis in Portal 

All population data analysis must be conducted via the prompted report templates. Full ad hoc functionality has 

not been enabled due to the complexity of the population analysis requirements. 

The prompted report templates are separated by the type of rate (crude or standard). Each report has a series 

of prompts to assist with the analysis. The prompts can be separated into 2 groups: qualification prompts and 

object prompts. 

Qualification (or expression) prompts allow you to restrict the data for your analysis in your report filter. In other 

words, they allow you to select a specific category within an attribute to customize your results. An example 

would be the selection of a specific fiscal year or age for your analysis. The qualification prompts in the 

population reports include 

 Discharge/registration fiscal year 

 Patient geography 

 Age 

 Gender 

 Custom filter* 
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Object prompts allow you to determine exactly how you would like to see the data presented on your Report 

Grid. In other words, they allow you to select an attribute to include on your grid. An example would be the 

selection of a particular age group or patient geography breakdown. The object prompts in the population 

reports include 

 Age attribute selection 

 Patient geography attribute selection 

To differentiate between the 2 types of prompts, please read the prompt instructions carefully when running the 

base reports and selecting your options.  

Note 

* The custom filter allows you to add additional inclusion/exclusion criteria to your population analysis. It is 

recommended that the custom filter be created and saved before running a population report and then be 

loaded into the custom filter prompt at run-time. This filter accepts multi-fact analysis. 

 

Working with the prompted report templates 

After you have selected your prompts and your results have returned, you can remove objects from your grid. 

Please do so with caution. Removing age and/or gender is safe, but please do not remove population year or 

discharge fiscal year.  

Please do not add attributes or metrics to the Report Grid that are not present in the default grid of the report 

templates. The report templates were designed for a specific use, and other attributes and metrics will not work 

in your population analyses. 

If you would like to add additional inclusion/exclusion criteria to your population report, you may add them to 

the main report filter. To add criteria, either load a premade filter into the custom filter prompt or go into Design 

Mode to add the additional criteria directly in the main report filter. Please note that only Common Attributes 

and Discharge Analysis Attributes may be added directly to the report filter. All other objects require use of a 

multi-fact filer (Intersection Prompt or Union Prompt). 

To add a multi-fact analytical component to your population report, either load a multi-fact filter (Intersection 

Prompt or Union Prompt) into the custom filter prompt or add the multi-fact filter directly into the main report 

filter in Design Mode. 
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Appendix A 

The following list provides information on the known issues in Portal. 

Known issues 

a. MCC and CMG+ attributes: Interaction on Report Grid 
 
The interaction of the major clinical category (MCC) and Case Mix Group+ (CMG+) attributes on the 
same Report Grid results in incorrect data. Using 1 of the attributes in the Report Filter and the 
other in the Report Grid is not a problem; the issue is limited to the presence of both attributes on 
the Report Grid only. Please exercise caution when creating your Case Mix reports. 

 
b. Main patient service and most responsible provider service  

 
There is currently an issue with objects found within 2 subfolders in the Common Attributes folder in 
the Portal DAD project: 
 

 1. DAD Common Attributes\4. Clinical\3. Patient Service (Main) 

 1. DAD Common Attributes\4. Clinical\4. Provider Service (Most Responsible) 

These objects can be used only in a report with Common Attributes and Discharge Analysis 

objects. If these objects are combined with objects from any of the other folders, a join error will be 

produced. A solution to this issue will require a significant change to the project architecture. We 

hope to have this resolved as soon as possible.  

 


