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CIHI’s Impact on  
Health Care in Canada

Our broad range of health 
system databases, measurements 
and standards, together with 
our evidence-based reports 
and analyses, support 
decision-making processes 
across Canada. 

About CIHI
The Canadian Institute for Health Information (CIHI) is an 
independent, not-for-profit organization dedicated to providing 
essential health information to all Canadians.

CIHI works closely with federal, provincial and territorial partners 
and stakeholders throughout Canada to gather, package and 
disseminate information to inform policy, management, care and 
research, leading to better and more equitable health outcomes 
for all Canadians. 

Health information has become one of society’s most valuable public 
goods. For 25 years, CIHI has set the pace on data privacy, security, 
accessibility and innovation to improve Canada’s health systems.  

CIHI: Better data. Better decisions. Healthier Canadians.

CIHI’s data and analyses 
CIHI’s data and analyses make a positive difference in 
Canada’s health systems. Health care facilities use our data 
holdings to examine and compare the delivery of health 
services. Policy-makers use our health information to make 
policy decisions about the country’s health systems and the 
care provided within them. 

We continuously strive to improve access to our data and 
information. We have enhanced access to health system 
performance data through our Your Health System web tool 
(all 3 sections: In Brief, In Depth and Insight). Data related to 

international comparisons and patient 
costs has also been made available 
through our web tools and products.

CIHI promotes data quality and 
standards. We manage health system 
databases and develop comparable 
measures focused on the performance 
of Canada’s health systems. 

http://www.cihi.ca
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First Nations, Inuit and Métis health
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples promote working with Indigenous people in a different way — one that respects their 
unique histories and cultures. CIHI has made Indigenous health a corporate priority, as reflected in our strategic 
plan for 2016 to 2021. As such, CIHI has begun examining what we can do, in partnership with First Nations, 
Inuit and Métis, to accelerate improvements in health and health care. CIHI is currently engaging with various 
First Nations, Inuit and Métis organizations to learn about their health priorities and determine how we can help 
support their goals. In addition, CIHI is working toward becoming a culturally responsive organization.

 help@cihi.ca

For data-specific information:
Indigenoushealth@cihi.ca

Guiding principles
• The inherent right to self-determination of 

First Nations, Inuit and Métis, which reflects 
Indigenous peoples’ right to freely determine 
their political status and freely pursue their 
economic, social and cultural development. 

• First Nations, Inuit and Métis own their data. 
Indigenous Data Sovereignty principles assert 
that First Nations, Inuit and Métis have collective 
sovereign rights and own and govern their data, 
regardless of where their data is housed.

• A distinctions-based approach acknowledges 
the distinct histories, interests and priorities of 
First Nations, Inuit and Métis.

• Partnerships with Indigenous organizations 
are foundational. Partnerships require 
full engagement and co-development at 
every stage. CIHI may act in a supporting 
role, as a data custodian or partner for 
Indigenous-led initiatives. 

4 pillars of work
Build relationships and partnerships 
locally, regionally and nationally with 
First Nations, Inuit and Métis to identify 
opportunities to work together in pursuit 
of Indigenous health and wellness.

Enable actionable analysis and 
capacity-building by working in 
collaboration with First Nations, 
Inuit and Métis to identify relevant 
analyses, products, services, training, 
data infrastructure and/or tools to 
support their health priorities, health 
planning and improvements to well-being.

 Develop a respectful approach to the 
governance of Indigenous data at CIHI 
by working to align policies and procedures 
with Indigenous Data Sovereignty principles.

Develop foundational capacity within 
CIHI by promoting and embedding cultural 
responsiveness within the organization. This 
includes training and processes to promote 
cultural safety and humility and also enable 
meaningful engagement and partnerships.
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